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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

We are, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO.,, Inc. 


405 N. Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, 
all gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in 
official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin 
diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect 
_ especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation 
of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address : Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 








St. Jude Thaddeus 


The holy apostle, St. Jude Thaddeus, shows his particular 
assistance and protection in circumstances most difficult and 
desperate. His aid is widely experienced, and he is known as 
the “‘Patron of hopeless and desperate cases.” — Our booklet 
gives a sketch of his life and labors; the efficacy of his aid in 
extreme need, etc., also novenas, litany and prayers in his 
honor. Combined with this booklet are devotions to $f. Rita, 


Advocate of the Tmpossible. Price 5 cts. 





During the winter months our work is unusually heavy and 
our help limited. All orders will receive our prompt and careful 
attention; with regard to letters, however, we must appeal to the 
patience of our kind friends and request a lapse of a reasonable 
length of time before you expect a reply. 
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Appropriate Holiday Gifts 


During the Christmas and New Year season it is a univer- 
sal custom to give presents to friends and acquaintances. A 
year’s subscription to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” is a well 
chosen and useful holiday gift which lasts the whole year. Each 
issue of the magazine reminds your friends of your gift; it tells 
them also of the Prisoner of Love in the Blessed Sacrament, and 
fills their minds with good thoughts. 


Our beautiful premiums for new subscribers can likewise be used as 
New Year presents. For instance, our beautiful, gold chain pearl rosary. 
A mother with three children writes : — ‘I wanted to send you three new 
subscriptions, so as to get that beautiful pearl premium rosary, and I was 
really successful. I went to the telephone and asked seven of my friends, to 
whom I had repeatedly given my copy of ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” to 
read. And, wasn’t it nice of them? everyone subscribed; not one refused. 
Herewith I am sending you the money and the addresses. 

“‘Now, dear Sisters, may I ask for two pearl rosaries, and one little 
cocoa rosary with St. Benedict’s medal attached, for the seven new sub- 
scriptions ?” (Needless to say, we gladly sent the good lady the three 
rosaries. ) 


One Good Shepherd institution carries the banner for new subscriptions. 


About 60 young ladies of this institution each secured three new subscriptions 
in order to win the beautiful pearl rosary. 


A Provincial Superioress who sent new subscriptions, intending to give 
the premiums to friends, wrote: ‘‘You anticipated a desire I had in Rome to 
buy some of those lovely pearl beads, but I did not have the pocket money. 
They are exquisitely beautiful.” 


i i 


Tabernacle and Purgatory 


3 New Subscriptions — precious little pearl rosary guaranteed for 10 
years in a charming azure-colored box. 


2 New Subscriptions — The “Golden Book,” a complete prayer-book 
in honor of Mary, 448 pages. 


1 New Subscription — a highly blest small cocoa rosary with a gilt 
Jubilee medal of St. Benedict attached; or a magnificent picture of Pius XI, 16x22 
inches; or a beautiful picture of the Holy Christ of Limpias, 16x21 inches, or 
16x25 inches. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











The Holy Family in Egypt 


St. Joseph, with hatchet in hand, is about to go to his work, 
but first he comes to the Divine Child, reverently kisses His 
little hand, and receives the blessing from the Infant God. How 
often St. Joseph thought of Mary and, still oftener, of Jesus dur- 
ing the weary hours of toil! His heart was aglow with love tor 
the Infant God which made all labor sweet. And oh! what bliss 
awaited St. Joseph upon his return in the evening! He could 
take the sweet Child in his arms, kiss Him, and press Him to his 
heart; and the Divine Child returned these manifestations of 
love with all the childlike affection and grateful love of His 
Divine Heart. Oh, what must have been the feeling of St. 
Joseph’s heart, when the great God in the form of a Child called 
him “father.” 











Fror the New Year 


It would be a great pleasure for us, personally to express to each 
reader of our magazine ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,’’ our Christmas 
greetings and best wishes, and to spend a short half hour with each in 
friendly conversation. But this is not possible for us since we seldom, 
and only for very important reasons absent ourselves from the con- 
vent. However, what is impossible for us, is quite possible to the 
Divine Infant. Without inconvenience, without loss of time, It can visit 
you; for it does, indeed, love every one of our readers. Therefore, we 
will place our petition at the feet of the dear Holy Child: — 

Grant, O sweetest Babe of Bethlehem, that each reader of 
‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,’’ may truly love Thee, often think of 
Thee, and do much good for love of Thee. Give to all Thy choicest 
graces, especially during this holy Christmas season. Bless them and 
protect them, all the days of the year 1926. 

One earnest request: Dear reader, you have no idea what a 
pleasure it is for us when you get us new subscribers among your 
friends, relatives or acquaintances. Tell them how much you prize 
our magazine and that will induce your friend to become a sub- 
scriber. Once more we wish you a thrice blessed Jubilee Year. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Close to Our Hearts 


O the dear friends of our magazine, “Tabernacle and Purgatory!” — We 
know that you are well disposed toward us; that you read our magaziite 
with interest, and that you draw edification, encouragement and light 
from its contents. 


We know that you are willing to help. Weneed your help for the 
circulation of our magazine, since we employ no agents. How easily, 
dear reader, you can win one or more subscriptions among your relatives 
and acquaintances. The good this magazine accomplishes is incalcula- 
ble, and if you spread the magazine the good God will put this to your 
credit in the Book of Life. 


Gain new subscribers to our publication, dear reader, toshow your 
love for our Eucharistic God; proclaim His love, especially by circulating 
our excellent periodical dedicated to the love and devotion to the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. 


The wicked world works unceasingly for the corruption of youth 
and the ruin of souls, by word, example, literature, pictures and theatre: 
and should we fold our arms and look on with indifference while the 
hearts of the young are being estranged from God! No,it shall not be! As 
adorers and lovers of our Divine Savior in the Blessed Sacrament, we will 
put forth all our energy to circulate “Tabernacle and Purgatory” and 
our other brochures. The devotion to the Most Blessed Sacrament is 
the God-given remedy of our times. 


Those who read our publication are urged to adore the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament more fervently, to receive Him 
in Holy Communion more lovingly, and to render Him reparation for 
the indifference of so many Christians and youthful hearts. 


By supporting and circulating our magazine “Tabernacle and 
Purgatory” you take an active part in bringing about the fulfilment of 
the desire of the Sacred Heart. 


Our dear Savior counts every effort and every gift made for His 
honor, and pays back with compound interest. 


We, on our part, will not fail to offer up our grateful prayers before 
the Eucharistic Throne, and we hope and trust that the Jubilee Year, 
1926, will be a year rich in graces and blessings for all the readers of 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 




















Tabernacle and Purgatory 











A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. Francis Gilfillan, D. D. 








Vol. 21 JANUARY, 1926 aie No. 9 











The Babe of Bethlehem and the 
Sacred Host 





] EPRESENT to yourself the Sacred Host, not in 
4| the golden monstrance, but in the manger on a 
4 little straw. Picture It to yourself as a most 
charming Infant, and, prostrate in humble ado- 
ue ration, contemplate the Sacred Host with love and 

reverence, with admiration and confidence; adore 
in It the newborn Babe of Bethlehem. Offer homage to this 
Child; It is the Son of God, the Eternal Word of the Living 
God, in essence the same as the Father: Jesus, the joy of 
heaven. 

Yes, my Jesus, I know that in Thee dwells the fulness of 
Divinity, and that, despite Thy childlike weakness, Thou dost 
lose nothing of Thy Divinity. In Thy littleness I adore Thy 
infinite greatness; in Thy temporal birth, Thy eternity; in Thy 
silence, the Eternal Wisdom of the Father; in Thy sleep, the 
government and operations of the Creator; in Thy helplessness, 
the omnipotence which sustains the world; in Thy tears, the 
joy of the Father and the Holy Ghost; in Thy poverty, the 
riches of Him who has no need of the goods of this earth. — 
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Little Jesus — great God! I humbly adore Thee. Little as Thou 
art in the crib and under the appearance of bread, I recognize 
in Thee my Lord and Master, my origin and aim. Thou art 
my King: receive the tribute of my obedience, my fidelity and 
love which I place at Thy feet in the lowly manger, especially 
at the moment of Holy Communion. To Thee, O Divine Babe 
in the Sacred Host —to Thee, my beloved King, I give my 
heart, my whole heart. 


Thanksgiving 


Why did the Son of God become incarnate? What could 
have induced Him to come into this world, to assume a mortal 
body, to endure hunger and cold, poverty and weariness? 
Nothing could force the Son of God to humble Himself to the 
weakness of a child. Why, then, O Jesus, didst Thou come 
into a stable at Thy birth? The Holy Child calls out to me 
from the Sacred Host, “It was for love of Thee! to purify 
thee, to atone for thy sins, to raise up, comfort and enrich 
thee, to lead thee to heaven: for thee and thy salvation.” Thanks 
to Thee, O Divine Child! 

But tell me, sweetest Infant, wilt Thou remain with us 
after Thy gracious Nativity, or dost Thou appear, for a moment 
only, and then vanish, like the flower which unfolds its petals 
in the early morning and closes them at night? “No, no,” 
answers the Child. “The love which draws Me to thee is 
without limits of time or space; what it gives, it will not 
withdraw. I will remain always with thee.” 

“[ shall grow up and traverse the land of Judea for 
thirty-three years,” continues the Child; “then I shall die for love 
of thee, and in that same love institute a Sacrament of My 
Body and Blood. In this way I shall always remain with thee 
in My Sacrament, and finally take thee with Me to paradise 
where we shall remain together for all eternity.” 

Tell me, Divine Child, dost Thou find anything in me that 
could induce Thee to give Thyself to me with so much love? 
Do I have any claim to it? “No;”’ answers the Child, “I love 
thee, and in the sunlight of My love thou appearest lovable to 
Me. I will lead thee back to My Father. Behold, this it is 
that attracts Me to thee, so that I joyfully give Myself to thee 
without reserve, forever and always.” O Jesus, how can I 
thank Thee for this love? Gladly will I sacrifice myself for 
Thee. 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 263 


Reparation 

How is it possible,O Divine Infant, that Thou, being true 
God wouldst be born in such poverty? Praised and blessed 
be Thy love which brought Thee down from heaven! But 
why in such a state of lowliness? The Infant answers: Because 
I came to make reparation; and I wished to begin My sac- 
rifice from the first moment of My earthly existence. — Why 
is the stable so destitute, the walls so bare, the manger so 
hard? To atone for avarice and all the sins committed against 
well-ordered love for the goods of this world. — Why this 
helplessness and weakness of infancy? To atone for the 
arrogance of men, for presumption, self-love, pride and all sins 
that originate in pride.— But why art Thou so forsaken by 
men and must find shelter with irrational animals? Why 
wast Thou rejected in Bethlehem? To atone for the sins of 
sensuality, for immoderate attachment to creatures and for 
all the sins of the flesh. 

Alas! what do I perceive, most tender Infant? Thy look 
becomes sad; Thy smile disappears; the beam of joy vanishes 
from Thy brow; Thy eyes fill with tears: what is it that Thy 
frightened look beholds? — Before My eyes I see Calvary which 
I shall mount one day. I accept the chalice that awaits Me, 
but, ah, how bitter its contents! Already I carry My Cross 
and suffer in advance the mortal agony, tortures and death. 
Already I behold and suffer in advance all the humiliations 
that shall be heaped upon Me in the Sacrament of My love. 
How many sacrileges, how much abuse will that mean!, and 
how long will it last! 

Sweetest Infant, canst Thou not turn Thy mind from these 
visions? No; already I am priest and victim, and I am eager 
to suffer and atone for thee. 

Jesus, what shall Ido for Thee? The Holy Child replies: 
“Take My tears, My anguish, My prayers, and offer all to the 
Heavenly Father; then purify thy soul, repent of the sins for . 
which I here suffer. Above all, love Me and be ready, as a 
token of thy atoning love, to deny thyself something for the 
poor and suffering, or for the holy souls in purgatory. 


Petition 
Charming little Infant! I am unable to say how much Thou 
dost animate my confidence! To look at Thee is bliss. Thou 
art so gentle and lovable! Thy little hands seem to open to 
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dispense favors; Thy arms to extend to embrace us. Thou 
abidest so humbly in our Tabernacles in the form of a food 
which we daily eat so that we may not be overcome by 
fear, but rather be encouraged to come to Thee always. 

What is the object of Thy birth? For me and my 
salvation dost Thou come and sacrifice Thyself in the crib and 
on thousands of altars. Having given Thyself so entirely to 
me what couldst Thou still refuse me? 

If, in the consciousness of my guilt I should not venture 
to approach Thee, I see two mediators beside Thee who will 
speak for me and open for me the way to Thy Heart. It is 
Mary, Thy Mother, full of love and compassion, and St. Joseph, 
Thy faithful protector. They are merciful and will intercede 
for me. 

First I petition that all may know and love Thee. Teach 
the faithful to understand that they have Bethlehem in their 
churches; that the Tabernacle is the crib, and that the Sacred 
Host is Thyself, O beautiful Child! 

Next, I will pray for myself. Grant me the grace to be 
a child always; give me simplicity, submission, childlike trust 
in Thy Providence, and fervent love for Thee. 

Finally, I pray for all children that they may have the 
grace to resemble Thee; that they may preserve untarnished 
the robe of baptismal innocence; that they may know Thee 
ever better, love Thee ever more, and by frequent Holy 
Communion become more like Thee. 


Offer Your Candle to the Divine Child 


The burning candle is the emblem of faith and love. Burning candles 
before the Blessed Sacrament are a manifestation of our faith in the Real 
Presence, and of our ardent love for Jesus upon the altar. Oh! we all would 
have considered it the privilege of our life could we have offered a candle to 
Our Blessed Lady and the Divine Babe in the cave of Bethlehem. But 
why should we not make use of the privilege that is ours in reality since 
the same sweet Babe is present in the Tabernacle-crib? Letus offer Him 
our candle during the joyful Christmas season to have it burn before the 
Blessed Sacrament exposed. We may make our own special intentions for 
this act of faith and love: to thank our dear Savior for concealing Himself 
in the Sacred Host as once under the form of a tender Child; to bring back 
an erring soul; to ask graces for our loved ones; or mercy and relief to dear 
ones in purgatory. For an alms of 50 cents, a large wax candle will be 
burned one whole day and one whole night upon the altar of our Adoration 
Chapel before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed; for $3.50, one whole 
week; for $12.00, one month. 
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Do We Realize the Value of Time? 


1925 is gone — gone forever. It cannot be recalled. The 
graces we received at Christmas time this year are ours, ours 
for all eternity! If we were not prepared to receive them, 
they are lost to us, lost for all eternity! 

What is time? It is a mystery as mysterious as we are 
ourselves. It is given to us to know, to love and to serve 
God, that we may one day be with Him eternally. Time is 
the precious pearl with which we may purchase the happiness 
of eternity. Americans say: “Time is money.” Catholics 
say: “Time is worth what God is worth!” Oh, the precious 
gift of time! Next to Divine grace it is the most precious 
gift that comes from the hands of the Almighty. Time is 
given us to work out our salvation, to live for God, to become 
holy. 

What will make us holy? Love! the love of God will 
make us holy. To live for God, to love Him with our 
whole heart, with our whole strength: that is sanctity. If we 
sacrifice ourselves for Him we show that we truly love Him. 

Man must love. The heart of man is made to love. There 
are some who give their love to creatures, follow their desires, 
gratify their passions, indulge in the pleasures of the flesh. 
These are carnal men. Man is what he loves—no more, no 
less. Some have their minds and hearts set on earthly goods— 
to become rich. They are engrossed in their business to such 
an extent as to forget God and their soul. These are worldly 
men 





Those who have their mind and heart fixed on heaven, are 
heavenly men; if their desires tend toward God, they are godly 
men. Ask yourself, To which class of persons do I belong? 

Oh, that we realized the value of time which can purchase 
for us a happy eternity! The blessed in heaven know the 
value of time; they would leave heaven if they could come to 
earth again and make an act of love thereby to increase their 
glory. The poor souls know the value of time. How they 
would appreciate one half hour !— Oh, how they would love God 
during that half hour! But it will never be given to them. 
Oh! if the damned in hell would have only one minute of 
time, there would be no hell anymore for them. For in that 
instant, they could make an act of love of God which would. 
purchase heaven for them. 
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Today is Ours 

Would that we, too, realized the value of our time! Let 
us learn to live for today, to serve God for today, to love God 
for today, to make good use of every day given us, in order 
to serve God better, to love Him more. Today is ours! To- 
morrow — we do not know; we hope so, but we are not cer- 
tain. Today—the present moment, is what we must use 
zealously in the service of God. 

When a soul thus values time she will bring every sac- 
rifice for God. She will know how to make the best use of 
grace, how to bring little sacrifices daily and often. Here is one 
instance out of hundreds: Winter is here; it is cold, bitter 
cold and the wind is piercing. Instead of lamenting and 
complaining about the weather, with gracious patience we 
bear the inclemency and think how many hearts are bitterly 
cold toward our Lord. “Oh,” exclaims the loving soul, “if 
only by this sacrifice I could enkindle the fire of love in one 
heart!” Or, again, she thinks of the coldness with which 
our Divine Savior was received when He came into this 
world, and she will do all in her power to make a return of 
love! Oh, what a happy life: to love and to suffer; to suffer 
while loving and to love while suffering. 


> se” 2? 
Time is Short 


M4 HE year 1925— how quickly it has sped by! Oh, 
“= how swiftly pass the years especially when one has 
reached the age of forty! How true is the word of 
the apostle: “This, therefore, I say brethren, the 
time is short” (Cor. 1 vii. 29). Again and again, 
Holy Scripture admonishes us of the shortness of time. 

Life is like a dream, a shadow, which speeds by, leaving 
no trace behind. Life is like a flower, beautiful and fresh, . 
but in the evening it is wilted and bowed to the earth. What 
does the shortness of time teach us? The apostle gives the 
answer: “This, therefore, I say brethren, the time is short: it 
remaineth, that they who weep, be as if they wept not: and 
they who rejoice as if they rejoiced not: for the fashion of 
this world passeth away” (Cor. vii. 29-31). The meaning of 
these words is: those who weep and mourn, shall no longer 
complain and lament, for time quickly passes and we are 
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hastening toward eternity. Only for a short time, we are 
to bear the trials of this life with patience and resignation, 
and then an eternal reward will be ours. 

“Patience is necessary,” writes the apostle; for yet a little 
and a very little while, and He that is to come, will come, and 
will not delay (Heb. x. 37). Our present tribulations which 
are momentary and light, merit a superabundant, eternal, all 
transcending reward, for the visible things are transitory, the 
invisible eternal. Short, then, is our life on earth, our warfare, 
followed by peace and happiness through all eternity. The 
New Year will be for us a Happy Year, if we follow the ad- 
monition of the apostle. 

The all-important doctrine of the contempt of the perish- 
able goods of this earth the apostle teaches us, saying: “They 
that rejoice be as though they rejoiced not. Love not the world 
nor the things that are in the world; for the world passeth 
away with all its pleasures.” Yes, the world passes away 
with its lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and pride of life. 
We may enjoy the things of this world but not so as to at- 
tach our hearts to them, or to offend God thereby. 

Time is short but eternity is long. Eternal, Divine joy 
with God and all the saints in heaven is the recompense for 
these transient sufferings and trifling sacrifices borne for love 
of Christ. On the other hand, eternal, excruciating torment 
will be the portion of all those who, during this short time of 
their life, take pleasure in committing sin. 


New Edition of Our Booklet 
Saint Teresa of the Child Jesus 


With twelve pictures. Recounts the principal events of 
her life. Contains the new Mass in honor of the “Little Flower,” 
beautiful Litany, novena and prayers. ‘The type and paper are 
perfect,” says a priest. “It is well bound and the contents are 
beautifully arranged.” 10 cents each 


Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus 


A very attractive brochure, containing: Nine days’ devotion to the Divine 
Infant; veneration of the mysteries of the holy Childhood; many beautiful prayers 
and aspirations to the Holy Child Jesus. A Lay Brother says: “It is so sweet, so 
excellent, so simple and practical;” a Lady: “I think it is a wonderful help to 
devotion;” a Pittsburg reader: “This book is my dearest treasure, I put all trust 
in its simple prayers.” Price, 5 cts. each 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Gazing upon the Blessed Sacrament 





] EFORE the many thousands of visitors had 
learned to know St. Jean Vianney, the Cure of 
me Ars, and claimed so much of his time and care, 
Y Bai, the saint was seen almost the whole day in the 
| church before the Tabernacle or in the open 

sacristy adjoining. The Blessed Sacrament was, 
in truth, his life and his joy. “Here before the Blessed Sac- 
rament,” he once said, “my soul bathes itself in the flames of 
the Love reposing there.” At such hours he was frequently 
seen, his eyes beaming with delight, and his arms extended to- 
ward the Tabernacle in rapturous awe. Before he began the 
Divine Office, and from time to time during the reciting of 
the same, he would look toward the Tabernacle with a smile 
so transfigured, that the beholder was filled with a holy awe 
and reverence. “I myself,” adds an eyewitness, “have repeatedly 
seen him in such ecstasies. One would think he actually saw 
our Savior face to face. What a sight was that emaciated face, 
the sunken cheeks of this holy man! To see those eager eyes 
riveted upon the Tabernacle with an expression of interior 
delight, was truly indescribable.” 

One would think that this gazing upon the Blessed Sac- 
rament, which had become habitual with the holy Cure of 
Ars, had imparted to his eye that gentle winsomeness and yet so 
deep, penetrating keenness which everyone who came in con- 
tact with him was forced to admire. Once when teaching 
catechism the remark escaped him, that he knew a priest 
who saw Jesus every day. 





The Simple Farmer 


Good and simple souls, members of the parish, must 
have learned from the holy Cure this silent gazing upon the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

In St. Jean’s parish there lived a simple farmer without 
further knowledge than what every Christian should have. 
Whenever this man went to his work in the field or returned 
home, he entered the church and often remained for a lengthy 
time in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. The holy 
pastor saw the farmer kneel there, and saw him often, but 
rarely noticed his lips move in prayer. “Good farmer,” asked the 
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saint one day, “what do you do here before the Tabernacle? 
You come every day and what do you say to Jesus?” 

“What I say to Him?” replied the aged farmer — “I say 
nothing to Him. I look at Him, and He looks at me...” 

The Cure of Ars never tired repeating this beautiful 
incident, taking care, however, not to betray himself, as this 
was his own beautiful method of interior prayer. Indeed, a 
beautiful and sublime way! The good farmer said nothing. 
He had no book; he could not read. But he had eyes: eyes 
of the body and eyes of the soul, and he used them, especially 
those of the soul. This is how he contemplated our Savior: 
I look at Him! On Him he fixed his spirit, his heart, his 
exterior and interior senses. He submerged himself in loving 
and silent meditation, and gradually became absorbed in 
supernatural contemplation so that for him there was no one 
there but Jesus. His riveted gaze and reverent posture then 
clearly betrayed that between his soul and God, a mysterious 
converse was taking place which the good farmer was unable 
to describe except with the words: I look at Him, and He 
looks at me. I love Him and He loves me. Indeed, a very 
effective means to become holy; for, to become holy means 
simply to let oneself be transformed according to the image 
of Jesus Christ. For this it is necessary that we look at Him 
often and long, so that His image may be distinctly reproduced 
in us. The more we study Jesus, the more we will wish to 
resemble Him in all things. 


+ *@ 


The Recording Angel 





Blessed Nicholaus de Flue, whose feast is celebrated on 
March 21st, once saw how the angels of God record the pray- 
ers of the faithful. Some angels wrote with gold, some with 
silver, others with ink, and still others with common water. 
This last, however, immediately evaporated. The meaning of 
this vision was then revealed to Blessed Nicholaus. 

The prayers of those who are full of zeal for the glory 
of God and the salvationof others, are written in gold. They 
exert themselves, as much as possible, to prevent sin in those 
about them, ‘and try to induce others to be faithful in the 
practice of their religion, to join pious societies, and to labor 





Each New Year unfolds before us a spotless scroll. Let our works be such as to make them worthy 


for the Recording Angel to write in letters of purest gold. 
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and give alms to promote the honor of God and the welfare 
of their neighbor. 

The angel who wrote with silver recorded the prayers of 
those who strive to please God, but are little concerned about 
the salvation of their neighbor. 

The angels who used ink recorded the prayers of those 
Christians who are satisfied simply with a happy hour of 
death, rarely pray except for temporal favors. 

Finally, some angels wrote with common water, but this 
immediately evaporated. They were recording the prayers 
of those who recite them only with the lips in a mechanical 
way; who were willfully distracted, and pass almost their 
whole life in the state of mortal sin, caring little for the 
salvation of their soul. 

Dear reader, how are your prayers recorded by the angels? 
If you wish that they be recorded in gold, you must think 
not only of yourself, but with a generous heart pray fervently 
and perseveringly to promote the honor of God; you must 
pray for unbelievers and heretics, for poor sinners, for the 
sick, the dying, and the souls in purgatory. Offer also all 
the little sacrifices and inconveniences connected with going 
to church, for the same intention, and do not forget frequently 
to offer the merits and Precious Blood of Jesus Christ to the 
Heavenly Father. This is true piety. 


€ +€ + 
The Angry Look of the Holy Child 





During the reign of Queen Elizabeth of England, there 
lived a holy priest who later entered a monastery in Rome 
and took the name of Constantine. Like so many other heroic 
confessors of the Catholic Faith he, too, languished for a long 
time in prison and was then sent into exile. Before leaving 
his native land, he had the happiness of receiving back into 
the Church an erring brother who had been induced to abjure 
his faith. 

When this heroic priest offered up the Sacrifice of the 
Mass in the presence of the convert, he occasionally looked 
at him to see with what attention and reverence he was 
assisting at Mass. To his amazement, he noticed that the 
convert was trembling in his whole body. After Mass, the 
priest asked him why he was so frightened. Still trembling, 
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the convert answered, “After the Consecration, I saw in your 
hands a Child of wondrous beauty, surrounded by a rainbow; 
but It cast a look at me so stern and angry that it still makes 
me tremble.” 

From this, Constantine concluded that the convert’s 
faith was not firm. He asked him whether, perhaps, he had 
doubted the real presence of our Lord in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. The convert acknowledged that this one doubt had 
vexed his mind and he had not resisted it. The priest admon- 
ished him to be firm in his faith and courageously to resist 
all doubts and temptations, for, most probably, it had been 
this very thought which had caused the Holy Child to look 
at him so sternly. 


> + + 
The Holy Eucharist — Source of Chastity 





ae how beautiful is a chaste generation in glory: the 
if py memory thereof is immortal, because it is known 
a¥ate-s | with God and with men. (Wisdom iv. 1,2). Thus 
oeeeae the Holy Ghost Himself extols chastity. It is true, 

chastity is not the highest virtue: faith is higher; 
so is hope; and Divine love takes first and the most sublime 
rank always and everywhere. Mary Magdalen was not a vir- 
gin, and yet her glory in heaven is probably greater than that 
of the virgins, because her love of God surpasses that of the 
virgins. But still, the virtue of chastity is so sublime that 
the holy fathers almost unanimously seem to have dipped 
their pen in purest gold when they wished to extol the honor 
and glories of this-virtue. 

Could we imagine our Savior to have chosen Mary for 
His Mother if she had not been decked with the most dazzling 
light of virginity? All who came in close contact with our 
Lord had to live in undefiled virginity. St. Joseph, His foster 
father, was, after Mary, the most pure of men. Many theo- 
logians are of the opinion, that all the apostles were obliged 
to bind themselves to this virtue, and that they gladly did so. 
One of the most beautiful triumphs of heaven will be the 
virginal souls following the Virgin Lamb “whithersoever It 
goeth,” singing a canticle which they alone can sing. How 
many lilies of virginity have already blossomed and still 
blossom in the garden of Holy Church! 
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Let us not forget that it is through the Holy Eucharist 
that this beautiful virtue of virginity blossoms in the garden of 
the Church. Virgin and Eucharist belong together as bride and 
bridegroom. Our Savior says of virginity: “All men take not 
this word, but they to whom it is given” (Matt. xix. 11). The 
world does not understand this virtue because it has not the 
grace of heavenly enlightenment. There is nothing in this 
world more adapted to awaken in us virginal thoughts, and 
to inflame us with a desire for perfect virginity, than the 
Holy Eucharist. Does not our Divine Savior say, “Without 
Me you can do nothing? I am the vine, you the branches; 
he that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same beareth much 
fruit” (John xv. 5). 

Without the Holy Eucharist there is no virginity. Vir- 
ginity and Eucharist are spiritually related and attract each 
other as a magnet attracts steel. What is it that upholds so 
many religious in their struggles in the hospitals and in the 
missions? The Tabernacle — Holy Communion. Deprive them 
of the Holy Eucharist, and you will see the lilies become 
dusty, the celestial roses wilt. Virginal souls live on the Holy 
Eucharist. But the world is bitterly prejudiced against this 
virtue, and declares war against it! 

In its tenth and twenty-fourth sessions, the Council of 
Trent declares: “Whoever says that the state of matrimony 
should be preferred to the state of virginity or celibacy, and 
that it is not better and more blessed to remain in the state 
of virginity and celibacy than to bind oneself by matrimony, 
let him be anathem>.” The poor sinner will find no more 
powerful remedy against impurity, the sickness of his soul, 
than the frequent reception of the Holy Eucharist. Married 
people, too, must frequently approach the Table of the Lord, in 
order that they may preserve chastity according to their 
state. The evil one induces many to enter the married state 
who are not called thereto, because he knows that they will 
not preserve matrimonial chastity, and in consequence will be 
eternally lost. The world does not believe in chastity because 
it does not believe in the Mystery of the Holy Eucharist. 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
Will help and encourage you to make use of the wonderful priv- 
ilege granted to our age. Explains by means of questions and 
answers the requisites for frequent Communion. Practical 
suggestions — Communion Mass. 5 cts. each 





















| adoration is a rare privilege—a special favor bestowed 
/ on a community by our loving Master. Yet this is 
Seal the record of the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual 
" Adoration at Clyde, Missouri. The first twenty-five 
years of holy adoration were kept amidst great poverty, and were 
connected with countless sacrifices. But the good Lord blessed His 
work, and today, the holy Adoration is kept with edifying solemnity 
in the beautiful Adoration Chapel. Holy Church, through our present 
Sovereign Pontiff Pius XI, has graciously blessed the community and 
approved its constitutions — another extraordinary privilege. 

Who will count all the graces and blessings which during these 
fifty years, have proceeded and still proceed from the Eucharistic 
throne here in the Adoration Chapel? If our spiritual eyes were 
opened, we would see how uninterrupted prayers before the Eucharistic 
throne, ascend to heaven, like a column of light; we would see how 
hundreds, yes, thousands of the faithful who have recommended them- 
selves to the unremitting prayers of the adoring Sisters, receive 
light and grace and help in spiritual and temporal needs. 

For another great grace the Community must praise God: it is 
His blessing on the work of charity. Since the close of the world 
war, alms and provisions could be sent and are still being sent to the 
impoverished countries of Central Europe. A great number of students 
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of theology received efficacious help toward the completion of their 
studies for the priesthood; to many poor priests Mass stipends could 
be sent, which preserved them from extreme want. Impoverished 
convents who had lost all their possessions through the unhappy 
war, and were threatened with starvation and dissolution, were saved — 
thanks to the generosity and great charity of our friends and readers of 
"Tabernacle and Purgatory." The Carmelite convents of Germany and 
Austria, the convents of the Good Shepherd and the Benedictine nuns 
of the Perpetual Adoration are the poorest of the poor, and still stand 
in great need of help for many years to come. 

God has blessed His work, and now, after fifty years of quiet, 
hidden life, the time has come to establish new convents of Perpetual 
Adoration. New foundations require numberless sacrifices and entail 
heavy expenses; but we trust in God, who will at the right time 
awaken generous hearts who consider it a special privilege to build a 
new Eucharistic throne, where He may receive worthy praise and cease- 
less adoration. 

Our great need is genuine vocations — good pious young ladies 
of truly Christian families, who feel themselves drawn in a special 
manner to the Most Blessed Sacrament, and lovingly contemplate 
this Mystery of faith. Such vocations are gratuitous gifts from heaven 
because adoration is an angelic service, sublime above all other vocations, 
approaching nearest to the priesthood; yes, in some respects even more 
desirable, because it is free from the sacerdotal responsibility and 
because the true adorer attains to a high degree of perfection and 
sanctity. 

We entreat all our dear friends and benefactors to pray most 
fervently for such vocations. Sublime and beautiful above all expression 
is the vocation to a life of perpetual adoration. It is the most privileged 
and most noble of all vocations, a special call of grace from the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. If one look at the Sacred 
Host, while the priest elevates It after the Consecration of the Mass, is 
a great grace: what shall we say of this constant gazing upon the 
Sacred Host when it has become the main occupation of one’s life! To 
kneel in faith and love before the Eucharistic Throne; to pray for the 
Church, for holy priests, for thousands of faithful in spiritual and 
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temporal needs; to pray for the poor souls: all this is an occupation 
more heavenly than earthly. It seems strange, that there are not more 
pious young ladies who desire to consecrate their lives to this angelic 
service, so that in heaven they might receive a place very near to the 
throne of God, be inebriated with the delights of Divine love, and 
mingle their voices in singing the unending "Holy, holy, holy!" with 
the virgin band as "they follow the Lamb whithersoever It goeth." 


> «€ + 


Pius X, the Future Saint 





The tomb of Pius X is constantly besieged by crowds of 
his clients. Oh, how these good people pray! The love and 
veneration they have for the dear, good Pope who knew so 
well how to deal with people, is simply marvelous. 

The secret of the sanctity of Pius X was his profound 
devotion to the Mest Blessed Sacrament. Whoever had ob- 
served the saintly Pope when he said Mass, knew that Pius X 
was a saint. Pius X knew no more pressing desire than to see 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament adored, loved and glorified. 
It was he who opened the Tabernacle and invited all the 
faithful, children and grown people alike, to the Holy Table, 
daily to receive Holy Communion — daily to assist at the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. How he rejoiced when he heard of 
convents of Perpetual Adoration; when he was informed of 
solemn worship and expositions which would give our Eucha- 
ristic Lord so great honor and glory! 


A Memorable Audience 


It was on the 23d of September, 1907. The Fathers of 
the Blessed Sacrament had an audience. Pius X was very 
happy to see before him priests who dedicated their lives to 
the adoration of the Holy Eucharist. With great tenderness 
he said: “Every congregation glories in its saintly founder; 
for instance, in St. Dominic, in St. Francis, in St. Teresa, in 
St. John of the Cross, and so forth. Others glory in the 
Blessed Virgin who is above all saints, and to whom is due a 
very special love and veneration. But you, you hasten directly 
to the ocean of sanctity, to Jesus Christ Himself, to the 
fountain of life and grace, to the centre of all mysteries; to 
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Jesus, living, truly and really present in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, where, in His goodness, He will remain with us. 
‘Behold, I am with you to the end of the world!’ 

“I congratulate you on your beautiful vocation, and thank 
you for the good which you have effected, which you still 
effect and will effect, especially by your prayers, in order to 
promote the devotion to Jesus Christ in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. I bless you all from my heart; I bless the Per- 
petual Adoration.”’ 

Pius X, the saintly Pontiff, whose goodness of heart was 
a reflection of that infinite goodness and mercy of Jesus Christ 
in the Blessed Sacrament, congratulates those who have chosen 
this most privileged vocation of Perpetual Adoration. He 
thanks for the good which a true adorer effects for the welfare 
of the Church militant and Church suffering; he thanks for 
the prayers offered before the Most Blessed Sacrament, because 
thereby the devotion to this Mystery is ever more propagated. 
He calls those happy who have chosen this heavenly vocation. 

Dear maiden, child of God and of the Blessed Virgin, does 
your heart not grow warm when you read such consoling, up- 
lifting words of the holy Pontiff? True, it is praiseworthy 
to work for God in the missions, in schools, in hospitals; but more 
beautiful still is the vocation of a sister of Perpetual Adoration; 
more perfect to lead a life hidden in God as an adorer of the 
Blessed Sacrament; more abounding in grace to remain near to 
Jesu-Hostia, to receive tokens of Divine love from Jesus, day 
and night. 

Noble-hearted maiden, if you feel drawn to this more than 
angelic vocation, then do not hesitate any longer in following 
this Divine call. Do not let yourself be influenced or 
intimidated by anyone, whosoever the person may be. Rejoice 
in your most privileged vocation and do not let yourself be 
robbed of it. 

Souls without courage, without spirit of sacrifice; souls who 


are always hesitating and wavering; who cannot forsake the 


loved ones at home to follow Christ: such souls, of course, are 
not fit for this angelic service; their heart is too small to re- 
ceive the fulness of the love of the Sacred Heart in the Blessed 
Sacrament. 


Address: Ven. Mother M. Dolorosa 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Union with Jesus 





HE habit of offering all our actions for the greater 
glory of God, of performing them solely to 
please Him and doing His blessed will, is the 
first step on the road that leads straight to God. 
This is what Father Faber calls, “The devotion 
of saying Mass with all the actions of the day.” 

It is true when the soul is dazzled in contemplating the tran- 

scendent holiness of God, and confounded at her own nothing- 

ness, she becomes ashamed, so to speak, to offer to Him her 
worthless actions. But let her be comforted: for she can offer 
to God His own Divine attributes and perfections. She can 
offer to Him, not only the praises of holy souls on earth, all 
the love of the saints, the angels, and Mary in bliss; but, in- 
finitely beyond all, she can offer to Him all the glory, hom- 
age, and praise that Jesus Christ gave Him on earth, now 
gives Him in the Blessed Sacrament and will give Him for 
all eternity in heaven. Such are the riches of our poverty. 

And then there is union with Jesus. At every hour, nay, 
every moment of the day and night, the “clean oblation” is 
offered, the Divine Lamb is immolated in some part of the 
world. At every moment, and sometimes on a hundred altars 
simultaneously, the Sacrifice of Calvary is renewed and con- 
tinued, to adore and worship the Almighty for all mankind, to 
thank Him for His favors, to atone for sin, to supplicate sal- 
vation for the world, to obtain hope for the despairing, strength 
for the weak, pardon for the repenting, heaven for the dying. 
What a holy habit to unite ourselves and all our actions with 
Jesus thus unceasingly immolated! 

We belong to Jesus. It is our glory and privilege. Jesus, 
too, belongs to us. He delivered Himself for us. His Blood 
redeemed us. He pleads for us in heaven. His life in the 
flesh is ours. Union with Jesus will sanctify our ordinary 
actions of the day. Our best actions are imperfect and utterly 
worthless in the presence of infinite sanctity, but when united 
with the actions of Jesus Christ, they become precious in 
the sight of God. 

When on earth, Jesus ate and drank, prayed and fasted, 
toiled and slept, suffered and died. Each action was of infinite 
value, being the action of the Man-God. We can unite our 
actions with those of our Blessed Lord, who will sanctify 
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them; and thus united to Him and sanctified by Him, we may 
with humble confidence offer them to His Eternal Father, who 
will accept and bless them through love and reverence for His 
only-begotten Son, “in whom He is well pleased.” Rodriguez 
tells us, that it was revealed to St. Mecthilde how pleasing it 
is to God to offer Him all our actions in union with those of 
Jesus Christ. St. Teresa also says, that every one will gain 
the desired end of his prayers more efficaciously by offering 
his actions to the Eternal Father in union with the merits of 
Jesus Christ. SS. Gertrude and Mary Magdalen de Pazzi tell 
us that our Savior Himself taught them the value of this 
holy practice. 

Jesus Christ Himself says in the Gospel (John xiv. 13), 
“Whatsoever you shall ask the Father in My Name, that will 
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son,” and Saint 
Paul says that God made us acceptable through His beloved 
Son, in whom He is well pleased. Our actions then will be 
precious in the eyes of God, when united with the infinite 
actions of Jesus, when presented by Jesus, who is so pleasing 
to the Eternal Father, and who, in presenting them, is our 
“Mediator,” our “Advocate,” and our “Brother.” “Jesus Christ,” 
says St. Paul, “is not ashamed to call them brethren” (Heb. ii. 12). 

But to come to the practice. Nothing is more easy. We 
can say in the morning, “My good God, I offer to Thy greater 
glory all the thoughts, words, and actions of this day, in union 
with those of Jesus Christ.” Thus the day begins with the sweet 
Names of the Father and the Son. Time flies, hours roll by, 
action succeeds action, each is sanctified by the same holy 
union with Jesus. Moreover, we begin each action of the day 
by offering it to God in union with Jesus. We may express it 
thus, “O my God, I offer Thee this action in union with Jesus.” 
A glance, a movement of the will towards God, is sufficient to 
complete this oblation. The oblation is a perfect work, pleasing 
to God, dear to Jesus, full of merit for ourselves. One tear, any 
one act of Jesus, would have been sufficient to redeem the whole 
world. Happy, then, the Christian who gives his days and 
his nights, his months and his years, his life and his death, to 
the glory of God, in union with the life and death of Jesus 
Christ. May God grant us this happiness. 


a ae 
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Our Lady of Lujan 


Concluded 





Favors Received 


From the foundation of the Sanctuary of Our Lady of 
Lujan in 1630, to the present time the favors received by her 
clients have been innumerable. How many private and public 
calamities have been averted; bodily infirmities cured; sinners 
converted; souls in purgatory released; non-Catholics brought 
into the true Church; aching hearts comforted; souls sanctified 
and saved! 

In the “Book of the Virgin” can be found most interesting 
accounts of innumerable favors received, and acknowledged 
there by grateful recipients in their own handwriting. The 
following is a specimen : — 

“I thank thee from the depths of my heart, O Mother of 
Lujan, for the repeated proofs of thy maternal bounty which 
thou hast deigned to dispense tome. Thy miraculous medal 
has saved a little child six months old who was suddenly at- 
tacked by a grave illness, which the doctors diagnosed as 
hopeless. Overpowered with the weight of such cruel news, 
I placed on the little one a medal which bears thy image and 
the child despaired of immediately began to grow better, and 
is now perfectly cured. I thank thee also for a blessing which 
has obtained my complete restoration from a serious malady 
that afflicted me. Fulfilling my promise I make public such 
an immense favor that all may daily love thee with a more 
lively faith; and that they may see with what benevolence 
thou dost answer the petitions of thy clients, in order to raise 
them up to the throne of thy Divine Son, Jesus Christ!” — R. B. 


An Amazing Cure 


Elsewhere we have spoken of Padre Pedro de Montalbo, 
first chaplain of Our Lady’s Sanctuary in Lujan, and noted, in 
passing, his wonderful cure. 

For some years previously this good priest had been a 
victim of asthma, which complaint finally gave way to con- 
sumption and reduced him to the last extremity. His case 
having been declared hopeless by the ablest medical men, he in 
a moment of inspiration and confidence, determined to have 
recourse to the Virgin of Lujan. He therefore set out at once 
from Buenos Aires on that long wearisome, and, for his 
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condition, most dangerous pilgrimage to Lujan, the mode of his 
conveyance being a ponderous bullock-cart. 

But he had not gone far when those who accompanied him 
thither discovered that the painful journey was fast consuming 
the little strength he possessed; but he, full of childlike trust 
in our Lady of Lujan, positively refused to turn back. He 
assured them that he had firmly resolved either to find life or 
death at the feet of our Blessed Lady. So desperate did his 
condition become that when they came within about a league 
of the Sanctuary, his companions thought he had already 
expired. Thus he remained for the rest of the journey. On 
their arrival he was taken from the cart, and still in an 
unconscious state, brought before the negro Manuel, who 
hurriedly anointed his breast with oil from the lamp which 
continually burned before the sacred image. To the amazement 
of all present, the patient at once recovered consciousness. 
Manuel then exhorted him to have confidence and be consoled, 
for the miraculous Virgin, he felt certain, would restore him 
again to perfect health. The fame of the sanctity of this poor 
African, and his singular devotion to Our Lady of Lujan, were 
well known to Padre Pedro de Montalbo. So this assurance 
on the part of Manuel was for him an almost sure guarantee 
of his complete restoration. Manuel procured some seeds of 
abrojo and of the other thorny shrubs which he had piously 
collected from the garments of the sacred image, as we have 
already related in another place, had a concoction made of 


them, and gave the remedy to the ailing priest, requesting him. 


to drink it in the name of the most holy Virgin of Lujan. 

No sooner had he done so than, to the amazement of 
all, he was restored to perfect health. This sudden won- 
derful cure in 1682 was a happy and permanent reality. Padre 
de Montalbo most faithfully complied with his solemn promise 
by remaining as chaplain of Our Lady’s little shrine. He died 
nineteen years later after having given his best energies and 
untiring labors to the service of his merciful Benefactress, and 
in the propagation of devotion to her. 


Conclusion 


Perhaps we cannot conclude this sketch better than by 
exhorting all to have a true devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Mother of God. 

It is regarded by the fathers and doctors of the Church 
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as a sign of predestination, that those who venerate Mary 
who pray frequently to her with confidence and strive to imi- 
tate her virtues, will be saved. The Blessed Virgin is the 
treasurer of God’s graces. She dispenses her favors at all 
times and in all places, but in a more special manner at her 
Shrines, like that of Our Lady of Lujan. 

She is the “Star of the Sea” that directs us in the danger- 
ous sea of life to the haven of eternal rest. St. Bernard 
assures us that through her protection all good things will 
come to us. These are his words: “O you who find yourselves 
tossed about by the storms of life, turn not your eyes from 
the brightness of this Star, if you would not be overwhelmed 
by the boisterous waves. If the winds of temptations arise, if 
you fall amongst the rocks of tribulations, look upon the 
Star, call upon Mary. If anger, covetousness, or other passions 
beat on the vessel of your soul, look up to Mary. If you begin 
to sink in the gulf of melancholy and despair, think of Mary. 
In dangers, in distress, in perplexities, think of Mary, call on 
Mary. Let her not depart from your lips; let her not depart 
from your heart; and that you may win the suffrage of her 
prayers, never depart from the example of her life. Following 
her you will never go astray; when you implore her aid, you 
will never yield to despair if she be your propitious Star you 
will arrive safe in port.” 

Our Lady of Lujan, great Queen, deign to take us under 
the mantle of thy protection ! 


a ae 
For Your Daughter 


St. Joseph’s Academy conducted by the Benedictine Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration, is an ideal boarding school for little girls 
and young ladies. Only girls of good Catholic families are ad- 
mitted. Special attention is directed to the formation of true 
womanly character. True Christian education is a Divine work, 
is a sacred labor. Intellectual education is good, moral education 
is better, but deep religious education is the highest, a truly Di- 
vine work, which is most noble and elevating. 

The course of studies embraces: Academic, Commercial, 
Preparatory, Primary, Music and Art Departments. Moderate 
terms: $200.00 per year. 

For information, address: The Sister Directress 

St. Joseph’s Academy, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Greatest Treasure is the 
Catholic Faith 





SA HAT an inexhaustible treasure we have in the 
#/ Catholic Faith! It is an effluence of the glory 
: of God, the reflection of the eternal light, the 
Vr Vi . spotless mirror of the majesty of God, an image 
| of His goodness. To be a child of the true 
Church of Christ is the greatest happiness here 
on earth. No riches, no treasures, no goods of this world 
can be compared with the Catholic Faith. Alas! how sad, to 
give up one’s Faith for the sake of sin, or riches, or earthly 
honors! It is but too true that when Faith is lost, all is lost. 
The annals of the Catholic missions relate how the 
Irokese chief, Assendase, became a Christian only after long 
resistance. But having once accepted the Faith, he proved 
all the more zealous, and was. most earnestly intent on con- 
verting his family, yes, even his whole tribe. Nor did this 
satisfy his fervor, but he ardently desired to be the first 
Irokese martyr. His wish was to be fulfilled sooner than he 
expected. One of his pagan relatives manifested great hatred 
for the Christian religion. Instigated by this hatred he 
sought to murder Assendase, because this chief persuaded 
the members of the tribe to become Christians. One day, 
the pagan relative fell upon Assendase unawares, tore the 
Crucifix and rosary from his neck, and brandished the battle 
ax to split his head. And what did the Christian chief do? 
“Strike, if you wish,” he cried; “I shall be happy to die for 
the Christian religion; for how could I regret to shed my 
blood ‘as a pledge of fidelity to God?” What a wonderful 
courage this aged chief drew from his Faith! 


We Know How to Die for Our Faith 


In the kingdom of Bungo a pagan king violently threatened 
a Christian of noble descent to abjure his religion: but, in vain; 
the Christian remained firm. Then the king gave orders to take 
away his nine year old son to strangle him. After two days, the 
king sent word to the father that his son had been strangled, 
and that he now demanded his daughter, Martina, if he still 
persisted in his religion. “Go,” said the father to the mes- 
senger, “tell the king that, with Christians, virtue is not 


\\ 
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measured by years but by our Faith.” Soon another message 
came from the king, informing the father that Martina likewise 
had been strangled, and that his second son was to appear 
before the king. “Follow your brother and sister and prove 
to the king that we know how to die for our Faith.” 

After two days the king sent word to the father this 
son, too, had been strangled on account of his stubbornness, 
and that now he himself and his wife must appear and share the 
fate of their children if they persisted in their obstinacy. Both 
followed the summons, but threats and coaxing, alike, proved 
futile; their Faith was more precious to them even than 
life. Firm and calm they awaited the fate endured by their 
children. Suddenly a side door opened, and the king led forth 
the two sons and the daughter, unharmed, and restored them 
to the parents. Before all his officials the king declared that 
such courage as this Christian nobleman had displayed for his 
Faith, had commanded his respect and admiration. Then 
addressing the Christian hero, he said: “Return with your 
family, and be as loyal to me, your king, as you have proved 
yourself to the God of the Christians.” Behold with what 
courage, heroism, and spirit of sacrifice a deep, holy Faith 
can inspire the human heart! 


Faith Lost, All Lost 


One of the greatest unbelievers that ever lived was 
Voltaire. He had taken an oath to dedicate his whole life to 
the annihilation of Christianity, and, for the execution of this 
devilish design, he established a league called “The school in 
Beelzebub.” The members of the league he styled “Brothers 
in Beelzebub,” and himself “The father in Beelzebub.” His 
motto was: “Let us annihilate the Church of God!” He 
compiled a number of books, unchristian and immoral. They 
were distributed among children, young men and simple 
peasants, thus stifling faith in God in the youthful hearts. 
Moreover, he tried to incite the empress, Catherine II of 
Russia, to rebuild the Jewish temple at Jerusalem, and thus 
bring to naught the prediction of Christ. The consequences 
of his iniquitous literary works upon the young French gener- 
ation were dreadful. Emboldened by the awful results Voltaire 
wrote to his brother in Beelzebub, d’Alembert, on February 
25, 1758: “In twenty years God can take His evening rest. — 
There will be no one left to believe in Him nor to pray to Him.” 
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This was, indeed, a sacrilegious challenge to the Almighty 
who will not be mocked. Therefore, the “Father in Beelzebub” 
would have done well to keep in mind that fateful date, 
February 25, 1758. 

A few days before the lapse of the twenty years which 
the blasphemer had set for God to take His rest, Voltaire had 
a light hemorrhage. He did not, however, make much of it, 
thinking it would pass over, and paid no heed to the serious 
warning of death. On the 25th of February, 1778, exactly 
twenty years after the blasphemous utterance wherewith he 
had predicted “a rest” to our Lord from His Divine Provi- 
dence, from governing the world, the physician Tronchin of 
Paris declared to Voltaire: “Your disease is fatal.” The pa- 
tient overcome with fright cried out, “Please, Doctor, help 
me!” “It is impossible,” the physician responded, “there is 
no remedy against death!” 

That same day, the 25th of February, he entered upon his ago- 
ny and it was not until the 30th of May that he breathed his 
last. Those were terrible days for him. From time to time, 
he would cry out: “I am forsaken by God and man!” Then, 
in his torturous anguish he would invoke Jesus Christ at one 
moment, and curse His Name the next. The dying man sent 
for the pastor of St. Sulpice, confessed his sins, abjured his 
unbelief, received the last Sacraments, and even made the 
following written declaration: “I, the undersigned, herewith 
declare, that, as I had a hemorrhage a few days ago, at the 
age of 84 years, I confessed to the Priest Gaultier, and if 
God calls me hence, I will die in the Catholic Church. I hope 
for the pardon of my sacrilegious blasphemies from the mercy 
of God, and beseech God and the Church for the pardon of 
the scandal I have given. — Paris, March 2, 1778. Voltaire.” 

Many, even saints, believe that a deathbed conversion is 
seldom true, seldom good, seldom sincere, since the sinner 
has no alternative. It is then, not surprising that Voltaire’s 
was not lasting. When he had somewhat recovered, he for- 
got his conversion and written declaration. God, however, is 
not only merciful, but likewise holy and just. He gladly par- 
dons, but only the truly penitent sinner; He waits long, but 
only till the measure of malice is full; then He says:“So far 
but no farther.” The mills of God grind slowly — but they 
grind exceedingly fine. 

Dreadful were the things that now happened to the “father 
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in Beelzebub.” He had another hemorrhage, and again he 
asks for a priest, but his “brothers in Beelzebub” kept every 
priest at a distance. A mad frenzy took possession of Vol- 
taire, and the nearer death approached, the more intense was 
his despair. He lacerated his face, bit his finger nails and 
shrieked, “The devil is there! He is seizing me! I see hell 
open! ...” One cannot repeat all the horrible things he 
said and did. 

Thus came the end of the unhappy Voltaire. How rig- 
orous must have been his judgment. It is terrible to fall 
into the hands of the living God. 


a eee 
Heaven, Our Prize 





i EAVEN isour prize. At our creation God stamped 
/ upon our souls His Divine image and likeness. 
By the right of creation all we have and are 
Satie belong to God. The Divine command is clear. 
A ere 4} “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy 
whole heart, and with thy whole soul, with thy 
whole mind, and with thy whole strength. This is the great- 
est and first Commandment” (Matt. xxii. 37-38). God cre- 
ated us for Himself, for His own greater glory. 

Our first parents, by their sins, forfeited our rights to 
paradise. By one mortal sin all the glories and happiness of 
heaven were lost to us. 

Our Blessed Lord bought us back; and the price of our 
redemption was His Life, Death, and Precious Blood. “Thou 
art worthy, O Lord, to take the book and open the seals 
thereof; because Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God in Thy Blood out of every tribe, and tongue, and people, 
and nation. . .” 

“The Lamb that was slain is worthy to receive power 
and Divinity and wisdom and strength and honor and glory 
and benediction” (Apoc. v. 9-12). “You are bought,” says St. 
Paul, “at a great price” (1 Cor. vi. 20). The price was the 
Precious Blood of Our Savior, “In whom,” continues St Paul, 
“we have redemption through His Blood, the remission of 
sins.” (Eph. i. 7). 

We belong to God by conservation. The same Divine 
hand, that created us, supports and preserves us every in- 
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stant of our lives, otherwise we would fall back into our orig- 
inal nothingness. 

Heaven is our home; to win it, God’s Divine Providence 
watches over us from the cradle to the grave. To gain heav- 
en the good God has given us the Sacrifice and the Sacra- 
ments of the New Law, including His Adorable Body and 
Blood. To secure heaven, He has given us His Blessed Mother, 
the “Help of Christians,” and “Refuge of sinners.” All the 
saints tell us that the “clients of Mary” are never damned. We 
shall give only one passage from St. Liguori. “The Son,” he 
writes, “is omnipotent by nature; the Mother is omnipotent by 
grace; that is, she obtains by prayers, whatsoever she wishes. 
It is impossible for a true and persevering client of Mary to 
be lost; because she is not wanting in power, nor in will, to 
assist him.” 

To win the prize, God has given us our sweet kind angel 
guardians, to watch over us day and night; and to whisper 
into our ears holy inspirations. The royal Psalmist says, 
“There shall no evil come to thee; nor shall the scourge come 
near thy dwelling; for He hath given His angels charge over 
thee; to keep thee in all thy ways. In their hands they shall 
bear thee up, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone” (xc. 11). 
Our Blessed Savior says, “See that you despise not one of those 
little ones: for I say to you that their angels in heaven always 
see the face of My Father who is in heaven” (Matt. xviii. 10). 

To win the prize, the good God has given us the help of 
the prayers of the nine choirs of the blessed spirits, and all 
the saints int heaven. And last, though perhaps not least, we 
can secure the help of the prayers of His chosen servants for 
the souls in purgatory. So if we lose the prize, and forfeit 
heaven — God grant that this may not happen — the fault 
will be ours, and ours alone. 

Let us insert a few sayings of the saints. Meditating on 
heaven, St. Ignatius exclaims, “How contemptible does this 
world appear when we contemplate the joys of heaven.” 

St. Mary of Egypt, being asked by the holy Abbot Zosimus, 
how she had been able to live for so many years in the desert, 
replied, “With the hope of paradise.” 

When St. Philip Neri was offered the dignity of cardinal, 
he threw his biretta into the air, saying, “Paradise, paradise!” 
How long shall the glories of heaven last? For all eternity! 
What means eternity? The intellect of the brightest cherub 
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or seraph cannot comprehend it. It is, like God Himself, with- 
out beginning or end. One example to help our weak minds. 
Count a hundred millions of years for every drop of water in 
the deep, every grain of sand on the sea shore, every leaf 
on the trees, every blade of grass on the fields, every. atom in: 
the air, every star in the firmament; and the glories of heaven 
will be as fresh, fascinating, and new, as at the first moment: 
the soul beheld the Beatific Vision. 


4 +€« +¢ 


The Greatest Work of God 


God Himself cannot perform a greater work on earth than the celebration of 
Mass, Mass is so replete with mysteries as to outnumber the drops of water in the 
ocean, the stars in the firmament,’ and the angels in heaven. Never did the Om- 
nipotence of God effect anything more sublime than that which takes place in Holy 
Mass. Jesus said to St. Mechtilde: “I alone know and understand perfectly, in 
what manner I daily sacrifice Myself for the salvation of the faithful; and this, 
neither cherubim nor seraphim can fully comprehend.” Therefore, the Holy Mass 
is the sun of all spiritual exercises, the heart of devotion, the soul of piety, the 
flame of Divine love, the abyss of Divine goodness, the most precious treasure the 
Holy Church possesses. During Mass the Blessed Sacrament is consecrated and 
offered to the Supreme God. 


Behold, what honor you bestow on the Heavenly Father when you havea 
Mass offered! what graces and blessings come down upon you from God! If you 
give Mass stipends to poor priests, and there are yet so many in Germany and 
Austria, you likewise perform an act of great charity. Jesus loves priests as the 
apple of His eye. When, by giving Mass stipends, you support priests who are in 
want and poverty, you draw down upon you the mercy and blessing of the Sacred 
Heart. Let us, then, be generous, and have many Masses offered for ourselves 
and*‘our intentions, and for the dear departed ones. 


Mass intentions will be conscientiously and promptly forwarded to the wnene 
andsreligious superiors of Central Europe, if sent to 
Rev. P. Lukas, 0.S.B., or to 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


This prayer-book for children is daily winning favor. Parents and teachers 
who have seen this prayer-book declare it is the best they have ever found for 
children. The little ones themselves are delighted with the simple, beautiful 
prayers. One teacher writes that her little pupils are so attracted by its “sweet 
language” and “lovely thoughts,” that they take the book out at recess. 


A priest of a Cathedral Parish writes: “‘In a recent order 
for booklets, I requested several copies of ‘Jesus in the Hearts of 
Little Children.’ I was so charmed with the beautiful make-up and 
the appealing devotions of this little prayer-book for children that I 
wish you to send me 1oo more immediately. It is the first real 
children’s prayer-book that I have yet discovered.’’ 


A teacher: ‘‘I have always tried to instil into the hearts of my pupils 
a love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, but I never found a suitable 
book to place in their hands which would attract them to visit our Lord in 
the Tabernacle during the day. At length I have the long-looked-for book 
in ‘Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children.’ The greatest pleasure I can 
give the little ones for being good is to let them make a visit and speak to 
Jesus in the sweet words of the Visits of this prayer-book.’’ 

Jesus in the Kearts of Little @hildren is a complete prayer-book. it is 
printed in clear, large type on best paper. It contains sixteen appropriate 
pictures and two Mass devotions. The first gives a simple, clear explanation of 
each part of Holy Mass, the second is a Communion Mass. Besides the usual 
prayers, there are eight visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament. 


Art cloth binding; colors: black, blue or rose. Price 25 cts. 





Conformity to the Will of God 


Shows how God governs all things and directs all for our best; 
how we can attain true peace and happiness in this life even 
amidst sufferings, and augment our merits for eternity. Rhode 
Island: ‘“It has brought me an interior peace and happiness that 
I had long despaired of ever finding. In one hour my sad life 
with its bitterness and grief, with its physical suffering and 
spiritual desolation was changed to one of sweetness, peace and 
happiness that now no affliction can disturb.” 5 cts. each 


Magnificence of the Love of God 
Explains in a simple way the inestimable value of acts of love and 
perfect contrition. A college student: “‘I do think it a priceless 
treasure.” Anun: “This little book is a treasure and I would 
like to scatter it broadcast.” A priest: ‘It is an excellent little 
book, very practical and useful.” Another priest: ‘““Lately I 
read the most excellent booklet ‘Magnificence of the Love of 
God.’ Send me price of a hundred copies of this gem.” 5 cts. each 


Washington, D. @. “Kindly send me another set of twenty copies of Back 
Numbers of Cabernacle and Purgatory. 1 was much pleased with the group I 
received, they are so consoling to read and contain very beautiful, artistic pictures.’ 


Back numbers mailed on request at 6 cents each or five for 25 cents. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Devotion to the Holy Ghost : 
His gifts, His fruits, His operation in the Church and in souls. 
Contains many beautiful prayers. St. Jean Vianney, the Cure 
of Ars, says: ‘Without the Holy Ghost all is cold; therefore, 
when we feel we are losing our fervor, we must instantly begin 
a novena to ask for faith and love.”’ 10 cts. each 


God Himself Our Sacrifice 
By simple explanations and interesting miracles it impresses the 
value and grandeur of Holy Mass. From New York: “I con- 
sider this booklet of more real value than numerous sermons.” 
Long Island: “I for one can say truthfully, that I have learned 
more of what Holy Mass really is from this booklet than I have 
gleaned from any other source.” 10 cts. each 


In the Splendor of the Morning Sun 
The four ends of Holy Mass. Its excellence. From nuns: ““We 
find it a most instructive book.” New York: “I cannot tell 
you how very wonderful I think it is. I shall endeavor to 
hear Mass daily for the rest of my life.” 10 cts. each 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
Will help and encourage you to make use of the wonderful priv- 
ilege granted to our age. Explains by means of questions and 
answers the requisites for frequent Communion. Practical 
suggestions — Communion Mass. 5 cts. each 


More Precious than Diamonds 
Some of the subjects treated : The human heart; the love of God 
is the highest virtue; the love of God for man; value of sanctifying 
grace. From New York: “‘I read in this inspiring book every 
day, and I feel richer than if I had discovered a material gold 
mine.” 10 cents each 


Most Consoling for the Human Heart 
Vol. Contains revelations which will fill your heart with great 
I confidence in the goodness and mercy of God, and show 
you the value of prayer and a holy intention. 10 cts. each 
Vol. Will encourage you to receive the sacraments with joy, 
II strengthen you in trials and inspire you to bear them with 
patience and resignation. 10 cts. each 
A nun: “I find these booklets true to their name.” From 
Michigan: “They surely are a perfect fulfillment of the title.” 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 

Its consoling and uplifting articles will cheer your sick friends. 
Also contains Confession, Communion and Mass devotions, and many 
beautiful prayers. Kentucky: ‘It is wonderfully consoling.” 10 cts.each 


Reduction for quantities of 100 or more. Postage extra on our publications. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 













